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Swami Vivekananda Speech

D.K.Hari & D.K.Hema Hari, Founders, Bharath Gyan

The speech of Swami Vivekananda at Chicago conference on September 11, in
1893 was only for 6 minutes consisting of 887 words, but what he stirred up with
that has been echoing across continents for 120 years and will continue to echo
for centuries to come.
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Swamf Vivekananda Speech on Warld Raligions Conference
September 11", 1893 Chicago

Sisters-and Brothers of America

It filis my heart with joy unspeaxabie bo rise in responsa (o the warm

and cordial welcome which you have given us.

I thank you in the name of the most ancient order of manks in the world:

I thank you in the name of the mother of refigions; and

I thank you in the name of the miltions and millions of Hindu people of all cliasses and sects.
My thanks, afso, to some of the speakers an this platform

wha, referring to the delegates from the Orient, have fofd you

that these men from far-off nations may wel cialm the honor of bearing

to different ands the idea of toleration.

I.am proud to belong to a religion which has taught the world bolh telerance

and umiversal acceplance. We believe nol only in universal toleralion,

but we accept alf relfgions as true, I am proud to belong to a nation

which has sheltered the persecuted and the refugees of ail religions

and all nations of the earth. 1 am proud to tell you that we have gathered in cur bosom
the purest remaant of the Israclites, who came to the southern Tndia

and took refuge with us in the very year in which their holy temple was shattered to pieces
by Roman tyranny. I am proud to belong to the refigion which has sheiterad

and fs still fostering the remnant of the grand Zorcastdan nation,

F'will quote to you, brethren, a few Enes fram a hymn wilch

I remember to have repested fram my eariest boyhoaod,
which is every day repeated by miflions of human beings:

As the different streams having there sources in different places all mingle thelr water in the sea,
so, O Lord, the different paths which men take through different tendencies,
varnous though they appear, crooked or straight, ail lead to thee.

The present convenbion, which fs one of the most sugust assemblies ever held,

is fn itself a vindication, a declaration to the world, of the wonderful doctrine preached in the Gita:
Whosoever comes to Ma, through whatscever form, I reach him;

all men are strugghing through paths which in the end iead to me.

Sectarfanism, bigotry, and its homible descendant, fanaticlsm, have long possessed this beautiful earth.
They have flifed the earth with violence, drenched I often and often with human blood,

destroyed avilization, and sent whole nations to despair. Had it not been for these horrible demans,
human society would be far more advanced than it is now, But their time is come;

and [ fervently hope that the bell that tolfed this morning in honor of this convention may be

the death-knell of all fanaticism, of all persecutions with the sword or with the pen,

and of alf uncharitable faelings betwaen persons wending their way to the same goal.
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Swami Vivekananda

Arousing interest on India
This short speech recreated an interest about India in the west, in the 20thcentury.

A Rare image of Swami Vivekananda at the Parliament of Religions, Chicago

Indians discover themselves

It also helped Indians discover Swami Vivekananda and through him discover
themselves, the strength of their tradition, culture and the respect for their own
spirituality. The awakening of Indians among the American intelligentsia had
resonance back in his homeland in India.
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Paved the way to Freedom

This awareness of their strength later paved the way for the Indian independence
movement which was fulfilled in 1947.

Religious Tolerance

People today talk of religious tolerance. The seed of this idea of religious
tolerance was sown by Swami Vivekananda at this speech. Unfortunately, in the
last 100 years, this tolerance has now come down to tolerate.

Gave impetus to Yoga and spirituality

This speech also gave impetus to Indian yoga and spirituality. Today, yoga is a
thriving industry in the west but its seeds were laid by Swami Vivekananda in the
west.

Vivekananda, the harbinger of yoga in west
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Swami Vivekananda at the Parliament of Religions, Chicago, 1893

4 years in America

After this speech, Swami Vivekananda kept getting invitations to speak at
different occasions and was compelled to stay on in America for 4 years.

From Swami to a powerful thought provider

This momentous speech catapulted Swami Vivekananda, an unknown swami of
the orient to become one of the most powerful thought providers.
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bharathgyan@gmail.com

www.bharathgyan.com
http://bharathgyanblog.wordpress.com

http://www.twitter.com/bharathgyan
http://www.facebook.com/bharathgyan
http://www.youtube.com/user/bharathgyan

https://www.artoflivingshop.com
http://www.amazon.com
1800 258 8888 (India Tollfree)
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