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Before we move to chapter 1 here are Sri Aurobindo’s words on the Mahabharata. 

“The Mahabharata is the creation and expression not of a single individual mind, but of the mind of a nation; it is the poem of itself written by a whole people.

The leading motive is the Indian idea of the Dharma.

Here the Vedic notion of the struggle between the godheads of truth and light and unity and the powers of darkness and division and falsehood is brought out from the spiritual and religious and internal into the outer intellectual, ethical and vital plane.

It takes there in the figure of the story a double form of a personal and a political struggle, the personal a conflict between typical and representative personalities embodying the greater ethical ideals of the Indian Dharma and others who are embodiments of Asuric egoism and self-will and misuse of the Dharma, the political a battle in which the personal struggle culminates, and international clash ending in the establishment of a new rule of righteousness and justice, a kingdom or rather an empire of the Dharma uniting warring races and substituting for the ambitious arrogance of kings and aristocratic clans the supremacy, the calm and peace of a just and humane empire.

It is the old struggle of Deva and Asura, God and Titan, but represented in the terms of human life.

Bhishma’s Wisdom






Chapter 1. 

1.   Narayana and Nara are but one Being, manifesting in twain.

2. The two great car-warriors, Vasudeva and Arjuna, are the ancient gods, Narayana and Nara; so have we heard.

3. Truth is dharma, tapa and Yoga, Truth is the eternal Brahman, Truth is the supreme yajna, Truth is the upholder of all.

4. All crookedness is the status of death, as straightness is the Brahman’s.

5. Ahimsa and truth speaking, control of senses, non-cruelty, non-hatred,- these, not the mortification of the body, do the sages term austerity.

6. Many, not one, are the gateways of dharma, the sages speak of the way they know, but the base of all is self-control.

7. Self-control has only fault, no other; forgiveness is mistaken by others for weakness.

8. Footprints of birds are not seen in the sky, not the footprints of aquatics on the water, even so the movement of jnanis can’t be known.

9. What the Veda is, is dharma; What dharma is, is the right path.

10. Dharma, O King, is the root of the whole world. 

11. Success in earning, learning, and tapa can be had by perseverant effort.

12. Death and immortality, both are in this body. By delusion man has death, by Truth immortality.

13. No eye there is like knowledge no tapa like Truth, no sorrow like passion, no happiness like renunciation.

14. Than truth no dharma is higher, than falsehood nothing lower. 

15. Many are the gateway of dharma, no means is fruitless.

16. Who pursues desires is ruined in the pursuit.

17. Who expects nothing sleeps well, Absence of expectation is exceeding happiness.

18. Non-possession is happiness in this world.

19. Grief cannot touch him, who knows the principle of rise and decay.

20. Do the good act today itself, let not the now pass out of hands.

21. Happiness or sorrow, thing pleasant or thing unpleasant, the wise should gladly receive all that comes, and never lose heart.

22. This body is the base of happiness, also of sorrow.

23. In cycles man’s joys and sorrows move.

24. As pieces of wood, floating on the sea, at times join together and then separate, so do people in this world meet and separate.

25. It is the king who makes the satyayuga. Also the treta and the dwapara, he is the cause of the kaliyuga too.

26. Strong are the roots of that king whose people are prosperous, wealthy and loyal, and whose ministers and employees are content.

27. The protection of his people, is the king’s foremost dharma.

28. Protection of all beings and compassion for them, this is the great dharma.

29. Seven things a king must protect; himself, minister, treasury, sceptre, friend, nation and city.

30. The protector of the king’s treasury is the target of all its looters, If not protected by the king, untimely death at their hands he meets.

31. Raising money from just and fair taxes, taking care of the nation on right principles, for the nation’s god the king should work all the hours.

32. Four kinds of friends a king has; Friends for common purpose, family friends, natural friends, and artificial friends.

33. The man of dharma is the king’s fifth friend, On the side neither of one nor of two he goes where is dharma; he is with the king who respects dharma.

34. A king must trust some chosen friends, but he should be alert at all times.

35. As chief minister the king should choose one who is elegant in looks, is free of malice, forgiving, soft-spoken, is of noble birth and noble conduct.

36. The members of your court, O son, should be truth-telling, straightforward, masters of their sense, humble, and men of apt words.

37. Seven qualities the king’s envoy should have: well-born, well-bred, clever, fluent talker, man of pleasant words, endowed with good memory, exact in giving messages.

38. The learned, the warriors, the rich the religious, the ascetics, the saints, the truth-speakers and the wise they are the people’s protectors.

39. Love all creatures, O King, and conduct. Yourself with truth, simplicity, cool mind, mercy and the like.

40. The fruit-bearing trees, O Yudhishthira, must not be felled.

41. Agriculture, cattle breeding and trade these are means of livelihood in this world; supporting all beings’ birth and growth, the triple knowledge sustains in higher worlds too.

42. For one work only one person should be appointed, not two or three, for they may not bear each other.

43. Between an individual and a group the group should be preferred. But if an individual exceeds many in merit, and a choice is to be made, the group should be forsaken for the individual.

44. A righteous king, on ascending the throne, should establish his lordship over all, subduing some by gifts, some by force, and some by sweet words.

45. What is the weakness in me? What attachment? Which fault persists? Why do I earn blame? One should always ponder over these.

46. If there were no punishment in this world, all would have destroyed each other.

47. The king should be ever prepared like Yama, the Lord of Death, to punish the enemies.

48. By mercy and softness alone a kingdom cannot be governed.

49. Be, O King, like the gardener, for like the charcoal-maker.

50. Surely, the king should regard his subjects as his children and grandchildren, but in discharge of his kingly duties, no partiality of affection he should betray.

51. As well wisher of his kingdom, a wise king ever tries to avoid war, So long as some treaty can be made, one must not go to war.

52. In battle aim at victory as the dharma and root of all happiness.

53. By internal dissension republics have been ruined.

54. Republics, clans and kingdoms face two faults – greed and jealousy – that fan the fire of dissension. 

55. Yajna, study of Vedas, ahimsa, words of malice for none, reverent hospitality, control of senses, austerity, truth and giving – these are the sign of a Brahmin.

56. Those Brahmins, O King, who, forsaking their inborn work, engage, in lowly deeds, - fallen from Brahminhood, they are but shudras.

57. The wealth of all; except of the Brahmins, belongs to the king, say the Vedas. Also the wealth of those Brahmins who act contrary to Brahminhood, to the king belongs.

58. Like an elephant of wood, a deer of leather, like an impotent man, a barren field, a rainless cloud, of no use is the uneducated Brahmin, no good is the king who cannot protect.

59. Race-wise and clan-wise all may be similar, but in industry, brain, beauty and riches, all cannot be similar.

60. Not all have the right, even in republics, to know secrets of State.

61. Father and mother give birth to the body alone. But unearthly, undecaying, undying is the second birth one gets by the Guru’s teaching.

62. Hostility to friends, ingratitude, murder of woman, murder of guru-for these four sins no fit atonement is known.

63. Who follows truth on determining what is truth and what is untruth, is deemed knower of dharma.

64. Only that is dharma what Scriptures say, so hold some, but others don’t agree. We do not blame either, but say that all is not contained there.

65. It is good to speak the truth, greater than truth there is dharma none.

66. Where lie is truth and truth a lie, there to tell lie, not truth, is just.

67. An evil doer is dead of his own deeds; to kill him is to kill one already dead.

68. Whose good deeds are not for show, whose words are sweet, whose wealth goes for good objects, he sails safe over extreme dangers.

69. Howsoever pure and fair a man be, he earns blame from others.

70. Even sages, living in forests, engaged in their own duties, make friends, foes and neutrals.

71. The poor are called weak; by wealth man gets power.

72. Who by wealth has got a high status suffers pain of death at its loss.

73. Who with deliberation acts and is careful, choose right time and place for aids; thus he gets the desired fruit.

74. No good done in return can equal the good done before by another. The earlier act was spontaneous, the later one was in return only.

75. By ill-timed action one does not gain; the same action, well timed, gives great results.

76. There is no friend, enemy none, of self-interest each is a junction.

77. Selfish is this word of living beings; no love is to be seen.

78. Never trust anyone untrustworthy, nor put excessive trust in the trustworthy.

79. The faces of friends and foes like clouds change moment to moment.

80. Fire born of water cannot be extinguished, so, O King, fire of anger can’t be calmed by money or severity or sweet persuasion, or by knowledge of scriptures.

81. Without renunciation man is not happy; without renunciation man doesn’t reach God; without renunciation man does not sleep carefree; renounce, therefore, everything, and be happy.

82. Happy is the man, O Bharat, who is equal-minded, truth-telling, detached from the world, unattached to action, and who makes no wasteful effort.

83. Where personal effort is seen succeeding, there also, seen deeply, it is fate helping.

84. As the underworld is hard to fill, so, O Desire, are you hard to fulfill.

85. Man wants to be rich; when rich he wants to be king; when king he wants to be god; when god, he wants to be Indra.

86. The learned and the fool, the rich and the poor, all with their acts good and ill, are subject to Time, the Destroyer.

87. Who, undepressed, perseveres in his effort steadily, soon, by Shiva’s grace, gets what he wanted?

88. Who have no greed, no worldly attachment, who are stationed in truth and simplicity, who do not deviate from right conduct, them love, O son of Kuntil

89. In man there is nothing equal to intelligence.

90. Learning, valor, skill, strength and patience these five are known as man’s natural friends.

91. The weak should not be inimical to the strong, Engage not in barren hostility.

92. Of debt, fire and foe, if any remainder is left, they keep growing.

93. No work should be left unaccomplished and one should be always careful. Even part of a thorn left in the body continues to trouble the system.

94. Who is soft and also hard at right times, achieves his objects and master his foes.

95. The bond of heart is hard to break, but once broken it is hard to rejoin. Without love is that bond of heart that often breaks and rejoins.

96. A main dish without side dishes can’t satisfy, so a gift without sweet words can’t please.

97. Perpetual hell is the one place where the ungrateful go.

98. By conduct of dharma who keeps himself light, like a boat he crosses the ocean of life.

99. Both complement each other; fate and effort, A small fire fanned by air grows very big; so does the power of fate aided by effort.

100. Where Krishna is, there is dharma, where dharma is, there is victory.

Viddura’s Counsel 







Chapter 2. 

101. Self-control enhances energy; an excellent and holy attribute it is. For all the four modes of life, Self-control is deemed an excellent vow.

102. Purity, straight-forwardness and sincerity are the marks of a man of self-control.

103. Who, not covetous, with a little is satisfied, who thinks not of sense-objects, and is grave as the ocean, is known as man of self-control.

104. The resourceless weak confronting a powerful man, one, who has lost everything; the lustful and the thief, they don’t get sleep at night.

105. Who accompanied by self-knowledge, by industry, endurance and stability in dharma, does not deviate from personal effort, is called wise.

106. Whose effort does anger, joy or pride, not deflect, by shyness, impudence or self-esteem, is called wise.

107. Who, honored, does not swell with joy, who, dishonored, does not get heated, who, like Ganga’s depths, is ever calm, he is called wise.

108. Here are two who forfeit respect by reason of their reverse roles. The inactive householder and the worldly active ascetic.

109. Dharma alone bestows supreme well being, Forgiveness alone is the best means of peace. Knowledge alone gives supreme contentment Ahimsa alone brings happiness.

110. Two are the misuses of well-gotten money; giving to wrong persons and non-giving to right ones.

111. Not the least harshness in speech and no honoring of wicked man who observes these two rules is seen as superior.

112. Who, though mighty, is forgiving; who, though poor, is liberal in giving; to regions higher than heaven these two go.

113. The brave, the learned, the true servitors, these three types of men gather flowers of gold from the earth.

114. Lust, anger and greed are three destroyers of self; these three gateways of hell are to be discarded.

115. Usurpation of another’s wealth, adultery, and forsaking of friend, these three wrongs are consumption for man.

116. A devoted follower, a servant, one who says, “I am yours”, these three, come for refuge, shouldn’t be refused, even though one is in difficulty oneself.

117. Who is of little wisdom, who delays action, who rushes headlong into action, who flatters: hold no secret counsel with these four, O King.

118. These four give immediate result; will of the gods, influence of the wise, humility of the learned, destruction of the sinners.

119. Honoring these five-god, ancestors, fellow-beings, ascetics and guests-one earns the people’s esteem.

120. Friends, foes, neutrals, patrons and dependants-by these five one is followed wherever one goes.

121. Of man’s five senses even if one is leaky, his good sense will flow away like water out of a leaky leather bag.

122. Six are the faults to be given up by one desiring prosperity; sleepiness, drowsiness, fear, anger, laziness and dilatoriness.

123. Six qualities a man should never give up; truth, charity, diligence, non-jealously, forgiveness and fortitude.

124. These six, O King, make a man happy; adequate income, unfailing good health, loving wife, also soft-spoken, obedient son, and a learning that can bring money.

125. Ever unhappy are these six; the envious, the hater, the discontented, the bad-tempered, the fearful, the parasite.

126. Uncared, unwatched even for an hour these six may be lost; cow, service, harvest, woman, knowledge, and shudra’s amity.

127. Woman wine, dice, hunting, harsh words, misuse of wealth and excessive punishment, these seven faults a king must never shelter.

128. Intelligence, noble family, control of senses, knowledge of scriptures, valor, non-garrulity, maximum charity, and gratefulness-by these eight qualities man’s reputation shines.

129. The learned man who knows in principle this dwelling of the soul, the nine-gated body with three pillars and five witnesses, he is indeed a man of knowledge.

130. These ten haven’t learnt the principle of dharma; the drunk, the unwatchful, the insane, the weary, the ill tempered, the hungry, the hasty, the greedy, the fearful, the lustful.

131. Truth, beauty, study of scriptures, knowledge, high birth, good behavior, strength, wealth, valor, and distinction in expression-these ten are heavenly.

132. Who does not kindle the fire of hostility once calmed, who is neither proud nor self-disparaging, and who, even in peril does no improper act, that man of Aryan conduct the Aryans call the greatest.

133. Who is not elated by his own happiness, not taken pleasure in others’ sorrows, nor repents over his charity, among the good he is called Aryan.

134. Do not, O Bharat, set your heart upon success by means untrue and improper. Nor should a man of intelligence grieve if an act done by proper means doesn’t succeed. 

135. The wise should consider the action’s object, the consequence, and his own good, before doing or not doing something.

136. He who plucks unripe fruits from trees, gets neither the juice the seeds. Who plucks fruits ripened by time gets their juice and also the seeds.

137. Taxes should be collected without hunting the subjects, even as a bee collects honey without harming the flowers.

138. Man’s body, O King, is his car, the soul is the charioteer, and the senses are its steeds.

139. Drawn by those powerful steeds, when well trained, the wise man, awake, makes happy journey of life.

140. The horses unbroken and uncontrollable, lead an unskilled driver to death on the way; so the senses, unsubdued, lead man to destruction.

141. One should seek to know one’s self by means of one’s own self, controlling one’s mind, intellect and senses.

142. One’s self is one’s friend, as, indeed, it is one’s own foe.

143. Who conquers self by means of his self, has his self for a friend. The self, conquered, is a friend; the self, unconquered, is a foe indeed.

144. Even wet wood, mixed with dry wood, gets burnt, so does the sinless, who mixes with the sinful.

145. Goodwill and straightness, purity and contentment, sweetness of speech and self-restraint, truth telling and simplicity,-these are not to be seen in the wicked.

146. In violence lies the strength of the wicked, in penal code the strength of kings, in loving care the strength of women, and in forgiveness that of the virtuous.

147. Control of speech, O King, is said to be hard to attain, Nor is it easy to speak for long words meaningful and delightful to hearers.

148. Words, well spoken, bring many good results, the same, ill-spoken, are cause of great evil.

149. Arrows, bullets and bearded darts can be extricated from the body, but not the wordy dagger plunged deep into the heart.

150. He, to whom gods ordain defeat, has first his intelligence taken away, and next he sets his eyes on ignoble acts.

151. When destruction is near, the intellect becomes dim; then wrong looking like right sticks in the heart.

152. Ablution at all the holy places and kindness to all creatures-these two are equal. Perhaps the latter surpasses the former.

153. Not with sticks or clubs like herdsmen, do the gods guard their men; to those they wish to protect, they grant intelligence.

154. An assembly without elders is no assembly; who do not speak of dharma are not elders. What is without truth is not dharma; what is fraught with deceit is not truth.

155. Who draws wisdom from the wise is really learned and intelligent.

156. Do that during the day, which may give a happy night.

157. Do that during the youth, which may give a happy old age.

158. The wise prize the food well digested, the wife whose youth has passed away, the warrior who is victorious, the ascetic who has attained the goal.

159. The guru controls the self-controllers; the king controls the wicked; Yama, the sun-born, controls those who is secrecy.

160. The origins of Rishis, of rivers, families, great souls, and of the downfall of women, cannot be ascertained.

161. The families that abound in members, wealth and kine, if wanting in manners and good conduct, do not count as noble families.

162. The families that are not very wealthy, yet distinguished by manners and good conduct, count as noble families and get glory.

163. Wealth comes and goes; indeed it is good manners and good conduct that are to be guarded.

164. His wealth diminishing, the man is not diminished; his manners and conduct depraved, the man is depraved.

165. Grief spoils beauty, grief weakens strength, grief benumbs intelligence, and grief brings disease.

166. By intelligence man dispels his fears, by tapasya he attains the heights, by service of the guru he gains knowledge, and by yoga peace.

167. At the end of right study, of battle for just cause, of deed of virtue, of tapa well done, happiness is on the increase.

168. Separated from one another, burning brans product but smoke; brought together they blaze forth into a burning flame.

169. The tree that stands singly, though gigantic and strong and deep-rooted, may be twisted and smashed down by a mighty wind in no time.

170. The trees that grow in close compact, by mutual dependence gets the strength to resist the most violent winds.

171. That is not strength, which is opposed to softness.

172. Beauty fades away by old age, and patience by expectation; life is overcome by death, and envy by practice of dharma.

173. Modesty is lost by lust, good conduct by service of the wicked, prosperity by anger, and all indeed by pride.

174. They abound, O King, who can always speak words agreeable; of words beneficial yet disagreeable rare is the speaker, also the hearer.

175. That which is good for all creatures, and also for oneself, should be done, and it should be done as offering to God; this is the root of all attainments.

176. What anxiety he can have for livelihood, who has intelligence, energy, prowess, strength, alacrity and perseverance?

177. As nectar is not far from heaven, so achievement is not from dharma.

178. Medicine or physician there is none or a man struck by the arrow of wisdom.

179. The Brahmin knows the Brahmin, the husband knows the wife, the king knows the minister, and the monarch knows the monarch.

180. Wealth comes by intelligence and poverty by foolishness,-there is no such rule.

181. Some are loved for their generosity, some for their sweet words, some for their incantations and medicines, but the truly lovable are always lovable.

182. In him towards whom one is bitter, one sees no goodness, nor learning nor wisdom.

183. One regards as good every act of his whom one loves; as evil one regards every act of his whom one hates.

184. That gain should not be regarded highly, which leads to loss. That loss should be regarded highly which will bring on gain.

185. A thing cast into the sea is lost; words spoken to one not listening are lost; so also scriptural knowledge with senses uncontrolled, and the libation poured on fireless ashes are lost.

186. Humility disarms obloquy; courage gets over disaster; forgiveness vanquishes anger; good conduct conquers ill omens.

187. Of prosperity gain and well being, steady perseverance is the root.

188. The weak must forgive in all circumstances, the strong should forgive for reason of dharma, and to whom success and failure are equal, for him to forgive is always well and good.

189. Like a mad cow, blind Lakshmi stays at random, and not for long.

190. Amidst deserts, deep woods, inaccessible fastnesses, in the face of dangers and alarms, and of arms upraised to strike, the man endowed with sattwa fears not.

191. What is inimical to one’s own self, should not be done to others also.

192. Conquer anger by forgiveness and wickedness by saintliness; conquer the miser by liberality and falsehood by truth.

193. The scum of gold is silver, of silver tin, of tin lead, and of lead mere dross.

194. Try not to conquer sleep by longer sleep, woman by lust, fire by fuel, wine by drinking.

195. The poor always eat delicious food, for appetite makes the food tasteful, but in the rich that appetite is rare.

196. If one man were to posses all the grain, all the gold, all the cattle, and all the women in the world, yet he would not be content.

197. The intoxication drinks is well known, but stronger is the intoxication of wealth. Who is maddened by the wine of wealth, regains sanity only after some bad fall.

198. Laziness, confusion, unfixity, attraction for parties, haughtiness, pride and covetousness – always these seven have been deemed faults for students engaged in learning.

199. Seekers of pleasure must abandon knowledge; seekers of knowledge must abandon pleasure.

200. In man good conduct is paramount.

Yudhishthira’s Answers 






Chapter 3. 

201. Brahman makes the sun rise, the gods keep him company, Dharma causes him to set, in Truth is he established.

202. By study of the Vedas one becomes learned, by tapa one attains the great status, by patience one gets a companion, and by serving the old one becomes wise.

203. In Brahmins study of the Vedas is their godliness, tapa the dharma of the pious, death the human attribute, and slander is the conduct of the evil ones.

204. In Kshatriyas arms and weapons are their godliness, yajna the dharma of the pious, fear the human attribute, denial of protection the conduct of the evil ones.

205. Of yajna life is the sama, mind the yajus, rik the refuge, and rik the law.

206. For cultivators rain is of foremost value; for sowers, seed; for the honored rich, cows; for those who give birth son.

207. Who does not nourish the five-god guests, dependants, ancestors and soul-he, though breathing, is not alive.

208. Than earth the mother is weightier, than heaven the father is higher, than air the mind is fleeter, than grass-blades anxieties are more numerous.

209. A fish does not close its eyes in sleep; an egg does not move after birth; a stone is without heart; a river proceeds in speed.

210. Of one away from home the companion is the friend; of the householder the wife is the friends; of the ailing the physician is the friends; of one on deathbed charity is the friend.

211. Fire is the guest of all creatures; the cow’s milk is nectar; the eternal laws are the sanatan dharma; the air is the whole world.

212. The sun is the lonely traveler; the moon takes new births; fire is the remedy against cold; the earth is the largest field.

213. Of dharma skill is the principal seat; of glory, charity; of heaven, truth; and of happiness, good conduct.

214. Of man the son is his soul; the wife is the friend bestowed by gods; the clouds are the support of life; charity is the greatest refuge.

215. Of laudable things, skill is the best; of riches, knowledge of Vedas is the best; of again, health is the best, of joys, contentment is the best.

216. Non-cruelty is the highest dharma; the dharma of the three Vedas is ever fruitful; by control of mind one is devoid of grief; an alliance with the good never breaks.

217. Abandoning pride a man becomes lovable; abandoning anger he does not regret; abandoning desire he becomes rich, abandoning greed he becomes happy.

218. To Brahmins one gives for the sake of dharma, to mimes and dancers for fame. To employees for their maintenance, and to kings for fear.

219. By ignorance the world is enveloped, by tamas it remains unenlightened, for greed man abandons friends, for worldly attachments he does not go to heaven.

220. Like dead is a poor man, like dead is a country without king, like dead is a shraddha without learned priest, like dead is a yajna without gifts to Brahmins.

221. The saintly ones are the direction; space is water; earth is food; asking is poison; the Brahmin'’ presence is the time of a shraaddha.

222. To remain engaged in one’s own dharma is tapa; the control of mind is self-control; tolerance of dualities is forgiveness; to keep off from unworthy acts is sense of shame.

223. Knowledge of the Reality is true knowledge; peace of heart is true calm; to wish happiness for all is true mercy; equanimity of heart is true simplicity.

224. Anger is the formidable enemy; covetousness the unending malady; who lives for the good of all, is man saintly, the cruel man is a man unsaintly.

225. Not to know dharma is ignorance; self-esteem is pride; non-doing of one’s dharma is laziness; and ignorance is grief.

226. Stability in one’s dharma is stability indeed; subjugation of senses is patience true. Cleaning oneself of mental impurities is the true bath, and protection of creatures true charity.

227. Know the knower of dharma as learned; the atheist is called a fool. The cause of worldliness is desire; envy is the burning of the heart.

228. Big ignorance constitutes the ego; to fly the flag of one’s righteousness is hypocrisy; the fruit of giving is grace of gods; to speak ill of others is wickedness.

229. When dharma and wife, unopposed to each other, are combined in a man’s possession, then dharma, gain and desire, the three mutual opposites also go together.

230. Who has a false understanding of Vedas, scriptures, Brahmins, gods and ancestors, goes to perpetual hell.

231. Who having wealth, out of avarice, neither gives nor himself enjoys it, saying ‘I have nothing’, also goes to perpetual hell.

232. Neither birth, nor study, nor learning, O Yaksha, is the cause of Brahminhood, Indeed it is conduct that constitutes it.

233. Who speaks agreeable words, is agreeable to all. Who acts with judgement, mostly succeeds. Who makes many friends, lives happily. Who is devoted to dharma, attains higher regions.

234. Who is not in debt and lives in his motherland, even though he cooks in his house but scanty vegetables, and that too only once a while, is yet happy.

235. Day after day numberless creatures go to death, yet those who remain behind, expect for themselves life immortal. Than this what can be a greater wonder?

236. Arguments don’t lead to conclusions, scriptures differ, no single Rishi is final, Dharma’s essence is hid deep, so that alone is the path, which is trodden by the great.

237. This world of delusions is like a pan, the sun is the fire, days and nights the fuel, months and seasons the wooden ladle, and time is the cook cooking all creatures this is the news.

238. To whom the agreeable and the disagreeable, weal and woe, past and future, are the same, the richest of all he is called.

Sanatsujat’s Teaching 






Chapter 4. 

239. There are six kinds of renunciation all commendable; Not to be joyful on advent of prosperity is the first.

240. Spending money on Yajnas, ponds, wells, parks and the like, this is the second.

241. Abandonment of desires, or withdrawal from the world, this is the third.

242. No grief or regret on failure, in spite of having virtues and wealth, nor pain at disagreeable happening, this is the fourth.

243. Not to ask for any cherished object, wife, son or the like, this is the fifth.

244. Giving to someone who asks and also deserves, this is the sixth.

245. Who practices mere non-speaking is not a muni, nor he who lives in the woods. Who knows his self-nature, he is called a great muni.

246. One who is near a reservoir full of water, need not go anywhere else for water, so also one who knows the Self need not go to the Vedas for anything.

247. The Purusha, the Being, dwelling in the hearts of all, of the measure of a mere thumb, is not visible to all.

248. Unborn, He moves awake day and night. Who knows Him becomes learned and full of joy.

249. Subtler than the subtle is He.

250. He who has only read the Vedas does not know That knowable through the Vedas he who has his seat in the Truth, knows That knowable through the Vedas.

251. In search of the Soul, one need not go East. West, North or South…

252. As white, red, black, brown or bright, the Brahman may appear to men, but neither the earth, nor the skies, not the waters of seas constitute His Form.

253. Neither in the stars, nor in lightning, nor in the clouds His Form is to be caught.

254. His Form is subtle as the razor’s edge, and grosser than the mountains.

255. Righteousness, truth, tapa, sense-control, non-envy, modesty, endurance, goodwill, giving knowledge of scriptures, patience and forgiveness- these are the twelve great laws for a Brahmin.

Kalakvrikshiya Muni Said…. 
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256. What ever in this world goes as “I” or ‘mine’, all that is transient.

257. What you regard as ‘is’, know it already as ‘is not’

258. The thing that was and will be, all that neither was nor will be.

259. Look at the poverty and foolishness of those who in delusion chase wealth alone for this transient life.

260. Accumulation ends in ruin, life ends in death, meeting ends in separation-why to run after them?

261. Either man gives up wealth or wealth gives him up. O King.

262. Regulate and control your senses, your mind, your speech.

263. There is none who always wins, none either. O friend, who always loses.

264. Without minister, even for the three days, a kingdom cannot be run.

265. Who gets friendly with royalties, is thence in company of poisonous snakes; so say the learned.

266. A king has many friends; many enemies also he has.

267. Those who depend for livelihood on the king meet anger in both, his friends and foes. Also, in the king himself, every moment they face danger.

268. Standing by burning fire one remains cautious, so a learned man should always beware by the side of a king.

269. The king, if pleased, godlike grants all wishes; if wroth, like fire he burns you, down to the roots.

A Week with Shiva 
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270. Who, cleansed of the stain of violence, rightly assures non-injury to all beings, is indeed united with Dharma.

271. Who is merciful to all beings, deals with all with straightforwardness, and sees all as himself. Is indeed united with Dharma.

272. Straightforwardness towards all beings, equals, even excels in distinction, a bath in the Vedas.

273. Sincerity is said to be dharma and crookedness adharma. Who is always sincere in conduct, lives close to gods.

274. Forgiving, senses controlled, master over anger, steadfast in dharma, non-violent, always engaged in dharma-such a one a indeed united with dharma.

275. The man of dharma knowledge and good conduct, who adheres to the highest path without indolence and to the best of his ability, attains the Brahmic status.

Bouquet of Saying 
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276. Let lie telling be forsaken and good be done to others unasked.

277. Everything in this world finally meets its end; nothing here lasts forever.

278. Who on hearing benevolent words of knowledge accepts them giving up his earlier view, him the world follows.

279. A week opponent cannot be taken for granted; in moments of unwatchfulness he can swoop down like a kite.

280. Behaving ill which his own men of good conduct, a man uproots himself like a tree with an axe.

281. That very behavior of a man, acceptable to others in his prosperous days, if repeated in evil days, is not tolerated by even his own men.

282. Follow dharma alone; than dharma nothing is greater.

283. Once the right hour is missed, by one waiting for it, its return is rare…

284. When the enemy has become suspicious, one should not visit his place.

285. Counselors may sometimes disclose a secret or speak about it among themselves. A secret act, if it can be done singly, should be done by oneself alone.

286. By sweet words one can get others’ things, by sweet words one can captivate the world.

287. Anguish at the friend’s anguish, happiness at the friend’s happiness, this is the sign of friendship. Silence, it is said, is better than speech; if speak you must, speak the truth, To speak what is true and agreeable is still better, and yet better if also by dharma it is approved.

288. A man becomes like one with whom he lives or like the one whom he serves, or like that what he wished to be.

289. The king is meant for upholding the dharma. Not for indulgence in the objects of the senses.

290. Following dharma, the king becomes godly; following adharma, he goes to hell.

291. With the flourishing of dharma all beings ever flourish, with its decline all decline.

292. Haughtiness is a child of wealth, born a portion of dharma, say the Scriptures Many a god, demon and sage royal it has led to ruin.

293. Hard to bear I find the glances of a weak being, a sage and a snake. Oppress not any weak being.

294. The tears of the weak, falsely accused, destroy the false accusers, even their sons and cattle.

295. The seed sown in the ground bears fruit, but not at once. So it with the acts of sin.

296. Man, if given honor, gives up even his wife and son.

297. If this whole world were made of a single class, the whole world would have gone to pieces altogether.

298. Four are the varnas, the classes. Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra.

299. Truth, peace of mind, austerity and cleanliness, these are the Brahmin’s eternal dharma.

300. The protection and maintenance of the people this is the foremost dharma of the Kshatriya.

301. Cattle bearing, agriculture and trade, fire-rites, charity, study, good conduct, hospitality, self-control, sacrifice, honoring of Brahmins-these are the Vaishya’s eternal dharma.

302. Service to the regenerate varnas-this is the Shudra’s supreme dharma.

303. Man’s actions, say the men of knowledge, are of three kinds; righteous, sinful, and those beyond righteousness and sin.

304. That man’s action, who is devoid of sense of doership, is deemed neither righteous nor sinful.

305. When two armies battle, victory becomes a common lot, either may win.

306. What happens was so fated to be; the law of Fate admits no breach.

307. Some, in happiness, would remember things of sorrow, some in sorrow, would remember things of happiness.

308. Turn by turn, as the writ of Fate runs, man gets all things in time.

309. Rare is rectitude among those who hanker after wealth.

310. Who grieves over some afflication the mind or body suffered in the past, from one sorrow to another he passes; two grief’s’ he suffers.

311. Like men moving into new houses, the soul enters new bodies.

312. Who in all things sees the Self-Supreme, from the great Fear he gets release.

313. Who as a spectator sees this phenomenal world, he is the man with eyes; he is the wise one.
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