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It is June, the month that I have to perform the annual death ceremonies for my parents. It is also time for the ugly head of rituals, caste and customs to rear itself. Whether I like it or not, semi literate and commerce savvy pundits  in temples take control of the collective intelligence of the family, creating fear, anger, contempt and divisions between members of  an otherwise harmonious, intelligent and spiritually illustrious family.
So why has Hinduism, the oldest faith that predates recorded human history which laid the foundations of human interaction and laws of community living, codifications of communal good and bad and the human code of conduct, elements of which were later encoded in other religions which followed more than 4000 years later, the mother of every single eastern religion, is today herself being reduced to the point of comical ludicrousness, devoid of any logic, sense and resemblance to the original intention. 

Bollywood bhajans in temples and even very holy places like Vaishnodevi play bhajans set to the score of some popular Bollywood songs. Dancing marriage party lights decorating gods, electrical drums for aarti in temples and so on. Politicians involved in murder, rape, extortion and fraud walking around in saffron robes garnering votes from huge educated masses who feel they are the true saviors of our faith!!!!!!. Highly educated corporate executives sing their praises.  Hand phone toting pundits making calls in between chanting mantras that have learned been learnt in rote with no clue to its deeper meanings.  Since you don’t, why should they care? 
Humanity is dying on the streets out of hunger and disease, while some are making 10 million dollar crowns for temple deities with 70,000 diamonds imbedded in 35 kilo gold, and a 2.5 million dollar ruby embedded into it, for sure hoping that this will bring them 

rewards and priority club class service on the way to the doors of heaven. Suddenly temples are being judged by the amount of gold and diamonds they have, and pilgrims flock to see gold and diamond studded gods. The more the gold and diamonds the greater perceived greatness of the temple. God got lost somewhere behind all the glitter. They think god can be bought, and that piety is embodied in jewelry. 
Why have we gone so horribly wrong? How did it all happen? How did we loose our sanity? When did our common sense and wisdom collapse? When and how did this rot set in? 
Spending my time on weekends in ashrams, serving food, cleaning tables and sweeping and swabbing floors after everyone has gone gives me time for contemplation. To understand Hinduism you have to understand it from three perspectives -
a) Spiritual

b) Religious

c) Social

a.Hindu Spiritual practice starts when you stop using logic, knowledge attained from books, or snippets of wisdom from other people to understand God. 
It is your chosen guru, who having transcended the chaotic world of illusion Will guide you through your own practice to transcend the world around you to see the divine. There are no shortcuts here; your progress is defined by your own efforts and daily practice, guided by your guru. 

Many confidence tricksters and semi knowledgeable gurus have infiltrated this world, but it’s a hard world, and with average intelligence you can spot these fraudsters who usually tend to throw a lot of Sanskrit jargon to mesmerize you. Finally, in some form or shape, they will ask you to part with your money.
This is a hard and long road, involving a huge amount of self-sacrifice in terms of your time, money ambitions, desire and grit. The very nature of this path weeds out most of the frauds and the……… ‘give me a buck, I will do a quick pooja and get you to heaven’……… tribe.
The good news is, India has retained its ability to produce extremely high level   ‘God realized’ Gurus consistently over the centuries. The best way to find them is to follow the guru shishya parampara line.
The sad news is the number of Indian disciples in this fraternity is falling dramatically. Extremely deep Hindu Vedic knowledge and practice, with the ability and dedication to achieve this is increasingly being taken up by westerners. 

I am amazed that guru after guru that I visit, I see in the set of ‘long term disciples’ a lot of westerners. One has to admire them for coming from lands afar and adopting our philosophies with more zeal than we do.
Whether its my Siberian MBA friend, who does Homas and Yagnas in pure Sanskrit and lives in Shringeri matha as a pandit (wearing janiwaras and dhotis to boot), a French aghori sadhu who has been operating the largest garment business in Tamil Nadu with 60,000 employees and spends 3 weeks in a mountain meditating naked (as agohris do), one week in business. American sadhus walk around with Babaji the oldest sadhu in the Himalayas.  My Japanese friend who has now spent about  6  years doing kriya yoga from the Himalayas to Orissa to Srilanka,  my Serb American friend who has started a range of yoga wear with Sai Babas blessings,   to the founder of Hard Rock café worldwide who has given up everything to sit next to Sai Baba in Puttaparthy.  The list of foreigners who have attained and plan to attain serious levels of sanyas in India is growing. 
While Hinduism is going international in the right way, it has become a mess in India.
b.Hinduism as a religion. Is when you get involved in a lot of rituals? This is where the great Indian circus starts. 

It usually is practiced by Indians who have not read the scriptures (99.5% of Indians have not read the Vedas or Upanishads). We are the only race in the world who does not read our religious books. A majority of Christians and Muslims have read their holy books. Only Hindus don’t read their book. The guidance is usually provided by temple pundits who recite most slokas by rote. Most have a near zero understanding of the bigger picture of Hinduism. Their knowledge is limited to understanding a few slokas and being able to perform some rituals. Or in some cases, talented individuals who have picked up some knowledge on the run, without spending a lot of time reading the books and having a real guru interpret the real meaning for them. 
By definition a person who chooses to be religious, need not know the deeper meaning of religion. The issue that I am highlighting is, there is nothing wrong in following a religion without understanding its deeper meaning. It is called bhakti yoga (devotion to god). Religion was designed by our learned ancestors to give simple folks who cannot understand the transcending meaning of its deeper philosophy. It’s like a military SOP manual. ‘Follow these rules of living and you will be fine’ leave the deeper meanings of your actions to a point in time when you have the depth of wisdom to understand its implications. This happens on its own and is ordained by the universe automatically when you are ready.
But there is a catch.  Its ok to follow your religion blindly as long as you are doing it exactly the way prescribed in the Vedas and Upanishads, as the wise ancients prescribed you should. If you follow the wrong practices, it’s totally pointless.

The Hindu word for religion is Dharma. The word Dharma comes from the root word ‘dhar’ which in Sanskrit means to give shape to something to be able to perceive it, or to understand it. Dharma was invented for us average ‘low aware individuals’ to follow a safe path through a minefield without making mistakes. The English word for the same is ‘religion’ i.e to do something religiously over and over again without having to think..  Unfortunately in Hinduism, the practice today has no resemblance to the rules prescribed by our ancestors in the holy books. And therein lies the futility of our actions.
c.The threat to Hinduism is two fold. 

Internal threat:-Corrosion and mutation of the core philosophy, 

External threat: - When people start performing actions that are not in sync with what the religion intends. The actions are driven by wrong or dangerous interpretations
The external corruption arises from internal corruption of meaning.
To perhaps understand the corruption of core philosophies in Hinduism. It will help to illustrate a few points without turning this into a book.











Ch2

Let me take a few core foundation stones and tenants of Hinduism as practiced today and explore the difference between what the Vedas teach and our daily practice.
     a)   The caste system
b) Attempts at reformation by various Gurus and God himself (Vishnu as in the dasha avtara)  
c) Divisions between Vaishnavits, Shaivaits and the non-existent Bhramanites.
CASTE- The biggest divider and discriminator in Hinduism

We are all aware of caste system. We wear it proudly on our shoulders if we come from the higher ones, and hide it when we do not belong to the elite casts. We are born’ into it, live and die by it.  Did our ancient wise forefathers sanction the way we practice it today? Here are some excerpts from the Vedas - 
[image: image1.png]“ATTYaC aYE STEfaN:
ya kartaram api math viddhy akartaram apyayam





[image: image2.png]The fime. divisions.of hyman onler veene ceated] iy me.accanting e diffeenees b qualitp,
acivties and aptitud; although. the erestr of ths, know me ax the nor-doer being




Chapter IV, verse 13 (above) in the Bhagavad Gita, Krishna tells Arjuna, depending upon a person’s guna (aptitude) and karma (actions), there are four varnas (castes). As per this shloka, a person’s varna or caste is determined by his guna and karma, and not by his birth. Chapter XIV of the Bhagavad Gita specifies three gunas viz. satva (purity), rajas (passion and attachment) and tamas (ignorance). These three gunas are present in every human in different proportions, and determine the varna of every person. Accordingly, depending on one’s guna and karma, every individual is free to select his own varna. Consequently, if their gunas and karmas are different, even members of the same family can belong to different varnas. 
Notwithstanding the differences in guna and karma of different individuals, Vedas treat the entire humanity with the same respect and do not sanction any birth-based caste system.
If the interpretation of caste in Bhagwad Gita as related by Krishna is yet not yet clear to some of us. Here is Madhwacharaya the founder of the Dwaita Madhwa bhramins 
Madhwacharya’s interpretation of Chapter 4 verse 13 Bhagwad Gita
Lord Krishna is the origin of the four classifications in Vedic culture as spoken here. Those of sattva guna or the mode of goodness are designated as Brahmins or priestly class. Those of mixed sattva guna and rajas guna or the mode of passion are known as ksatriyas or warrior class. Those mixed with rajas guna and tama guna or the mode of ignorance are the vaisyas or mercantile class and those in tama guna are the sudras or service class. 

Guru Madhwacharya is clear in his description. It’s YOUR aptitude, YOUR attitude and YOUR actions in this life that determine your cast. If you do business, like I do, you are a vaishya, If you are a monk you become a brahmin irrespective of your birth circumstances. . If you are in the military, you are a kshatriya. If you spend your time doing nothing or perhaps you are involved in administrative functions in society, or as a way of living, you are a Sudra.
If the point is yet not clear, let me go on………

Rig Veda mantra 10-13-1 addresses the entire humanity as my divine children. Shrunvantu vishve amrutsya putraha

Mantra 5-60-5 in Rig Veda, the divine poet declares, “All men are brothers; no one is big, no one is small. All are equal.” 
In any society, for the safety and prosperity of society 4 basic functions are performed. Those who are the knowledge keepers are the brahmins. Those who defend the society are the kshatriyas, those who bring it prosperity by generating money are vaishyas, The ones who maintain day to day administrative functions are sudras. Since every role is equally important in the maintenance of a healthy society, everyone is treated equally in a Vedic society. . People can at any time of their choosing switch cast. For e.g. Parsurama choosing to become a Kshatriya after being born a brahmin.
Mantra 16.15 in Yajur Veda reiterates that all men are brothers; no one is superior or inferior.

Mantra 10-191-2 in Rig Veda calls upon humanity to be united to have a common speech and a common mind.

Mantra 3-30-6 in Atharva Veda commands humankind to dine together, and be as firmly united as the spokes attached to the hub of a chariot wheel.

I wonder when was it cooked up that sudras should not enter others kitchens (no puns intended) or enter temples. 
All over the scriptures it’s written repeatedly that it’s a sin to discriminate. YOUR caste is based on YOUR actions. Your birth and family means nothing.
Shloka (6) of Chapter 2 in Manu Smriti, “Veda is the foundation of the entire Hindu Dharma.” Shloka numbered 2(13) of Manu Smriti specifies that whenever Shruti (Vedas) and Smritis differ, Vedas will prevail over smritis. In view of this position, anything discriminatory in Manu Smriti or anywhere else is Anti-Veda, and therefore, is not sanctioned by Hinduism and has subsequently been inserted with unholy intentions, and deserves to be weeded out. 
This paragraph above was written for those who quote lower scriptures as superior to the Vedas to justify their own vested interests. Manu was pre-empting them.
Manu Smriti X: 65
As the son of a Sudra can attain the rank of a Brahmin, the son of Brahmin can attain rank of a sudra. Even so with him who is born of a Vaishya or a Kshatriya.
The verse above is a clear sanction for vocational caste system as against the hereditary caste system. Vasistha the guru of Rama was born a sudra but was treated as a brahmin as he lived the life of a monk and a guru.
Paramahansa Yogananda also opposed what he called to the un-Vedic caste system as we know it today. He taught that the caste system originated in a higher age, but became degraded through ignorance and self-interest. Yogananda said:

"These were (originally) symbolic designations of the stages of spiritual refinement. They were not intended as social categories. And they were not intended to be hereditary. Things changed as the yugas [cycles of time] descended toward mental darkness. People in the higher castes wanted to make sure their children were accepted as members of their own caste. Thus, ego-identification caused them to freeze the ancient classifications into what is called the ‘caste system.’ Such was not the original intention. In obvious fact, however, the offspring of a Brahmin may be a Sudra by nature. And a peasant, sometimes, is a real saint.”- Conversations with Yogananda, Crystal Clarity Publishers, 2003.

It is astounding that in spite of such an avalanche of clear instructions in all Hindu Holy Scriptures and repeated reminders by gurus the caste system is allowed to continue by vested interests. Nearly 95% of Hindus are not aware of this consistent clear message being transmitted by all genuine Hindu religious sources. This is literal proof of our absolute ignorance of the scriptures.
Here are some more interesting highlights on the issue of caste. It is a fact that more than 70 per cent of the ancient Hindu Rishis, or enlightened masters of India, belonged to the lower castes. 
Valmiki who was a low cast robber became the first man to record a sloka in sanskirta and then he went on to write the Ramayana. Vyasa the author of the Mahabarata was the son of Satyawati, the daughter of a fisherman and a wandering sage Parashara,   Narda the great saint, was the son of a maid servant of a group of bhramans in a ashrama  .Krishna was a Yadav (cowherd). Drona was a Kshatriya. Buddha was a Kshatriya. Vasistha the guru of Rama was born a sudhra. Vishwamitra the author of the mandala in the Rig Veda was a Kshytria who tried to steal the cow Kamadhenu and Nandi from the asrama of Vasistha.
So why are we still hanging on to something that is being repeatedly mentioned as wrong over and over again?

…………………..It’s our obstinacy touched by our ignorance.










Ch3
Attempts by various gurus and Vishnu to reform Hinduism
As time passed, the Hinduism descended into ignorance and darkness. The demise started when it was proclaimed Sanskrit was holy language fit only for the higher caste to learn and recite. . Access to the language and therefore the ability to read the Holy Scriptures was truncated for lower casts. 
All meaning left the practice of Hinduism around this time. People did what they were told without understanding why they were doing it. Blind and costly rituals took the place of meaningful knowledge based practices. The guides exploited the masses. Temples became rich. The rich could perform a lot of ceremonies and therefore retained purity. The poor, who could not afford rich rituals, were slowly relegated to second class citizens. The gap between the pure and impure widened. It was a catch 22. Power brings money, and with it comes the desire to hang on to your power quotient. Laws were quietly altered through reinterpretations. How could you argue if you could not read the original texts? If indeed you could read the texts, you had a free run on manipulating illiterate masses.
During the dark ages of Hinduism several highly realized gurus were born. Understanding the nature of the rot, they did attempt to set it right.
Buddha born a Hindu Ksatriya and the 9th Avatar of lord Vishnu., as proclaimed by our own Hindu Puranas in the chapter covering the 10 avatars of Vishnu, ……..was also reclassified and pushed out as the founder of a new faith called Buddhism……….. . 
Although, at no point did Buddha claim to have any intention of wanting to start a new religion. He was just summarizing the core essence of the Upanishads and the Vedas in a simplified form for everyone to understand. When you look at the Buddhist community today, only two words come to mind ‘PEACE’ ‘TRANQUILITY’. 

Buddhism has the characteristics of what would be expected in a cosmic religion for the future: It transcends a personal God, avoids dogmas and theology; it covers both the natural and spritual; and it is based on a religious sense aspiring from the experience of all things, natural and spiritual, as a meaningful unity. -Albert Einstein

If there is any religion that would cope with modern scientific needs it would be Buddhism. -Albert Einstein
Mahavira a Hindu who came up with a similar thought was quickly pushed out of the Hindu mainstream, His fault was, he too tried to simplify Hinduism for the masses, where purity of thought and action, was more important than complicated rituals. Mahavira created the Jain community that is the richest community in India that is also renowned for adhering to the path of non violence.

Guru Nanak a wise pragmatic ‘god realized’ Hindu never claimed any attempt to form a new religion. He was quickly reclassified as the founder of the Sikh religion. Although the word Sikh panth (sect) is attached to Sikhism, it for all purposes operates as a separate religion. (starting much later, after the 10th guru). Guru Nanak when he stated complicated rituals were of no consequence started to pose a threat to some mainstream Hindus earnings. Today the great and wise Guru Nanak and Guru Govind Singh has created the Sikh community that is today one of the most hard working and prosperous communities in India.
The common thread in all these God realized Gurus and the last avatar of Vishnu himself was that they all preached that complicated rituals have no meaning. This certainly meant the loss of a meal ticket for many people who wanted to hold on to their status quo.

The power of these vested interests is indeed incredible.  To be able to push so many gurus and the last avatar of Vishnu itself out of the realm of Hinduism calls for incredible mental agility.
Is it their amazing ability? Or is it our own stupidity? Or a combination of both?
Divisions between Vaishavits, Shaivaits and non existent Brahmanites

According to Vedas, the ultimate is defined as Paramatman. He is the ultimate omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent god, when we attain Moksha; we merge back into this universal spirit. All advaita, vishiswadvaitha and dwaita philosophy acknowledge that there are only two states of existence, the sentient beings (us) and the insentient (Parmatman or god).
These are the only two states that exist in the entire universe apart from inanimate matter.
So who then are Vishnu, Shiva and Brahma?
They are just three aspects of the one supreme unified field called the Paramatman. They represent the 3 dynamic states of all matter i.e. creation, life (preservation) and destruction. All three states have to coexist with each other in dynamic equilibrium. Its only when all three exist in dynamic equilibrium is there harmony in the universe.
Their respective consorts represent the yin and yang within the three aspects of the same energy. Brahma who is the creator has Sarawaswati as his wife, who represents knowledge required for creation. Vishnu who is the preserver has Lakshmi as his wife who represents prosperity required for preservation of life. There is Shiva the destroyer who is assisted by Parvati Devi his wife who in her militant form destroys evil or ignorance.
If you understand the states of energy in this manner, you would understand it is indeed foolish to choose between them. Put together represent dynamic equilibrium and harmony of matter and energy within the universe.
It is elementary high school physics written 6000 years ago and personified in human like shapes for ordinary folks to focus their mind. It is difficult to tell a carpenter of a farmer to focus on so and so aspect of creative energy in a dynamic state. It was easy to give this energy a name and a familiar shape. That is how the gods came to be born. Gods are not individuals; they are just specific energies of that one supreme.
Matter is neither created nor destroyed. It changes from one state to another. For matter to be born, something has to die for this energy to be transmuted. Once it’s born, it has a life span with properties attached to it. But then it has to die finally after a period of existence, to be reborn again in another form or shape
It’s because Vishnu is identified as the preserver of the universe, its only he who tasked with the preservation of humanity, takes the ten births to preserve the world as per Hindu scriptures. . Buddha the last acknowledged visitation on earth by Vishnu has ironically been bundled off and classified as a non Hindu by vested interests. 
Put in a simple way, it’s so incredible that we disrespect our own gods and holy books and clutch to ignorance and misery based on a few words of manipulative individuals.
Today in India, there is a Shiva band of followers who state their god is supreme. There is the Vishnu band of followers who state their god is supreme. Then there is poor Brahma who according to some old fable did something wrong, so no one votes for him anymore, or subscribes to his political party. It sounds a bit funny when put this way, but this is the essence of religious division within Hinduism. 
Instead of seeing a complete composite picture of our religion, we have given each god a political party like quality and each party follower think it’s a virtue not to look at the leader of the other political party. Some of these political leaders like Brahma have been black listed. We humans have passed judgment against a god called Brahma, the creator of our entire universe!!!!!
So you now we start to see a picture of Hinduism being divided into vertical silos. Then horizontal layers overlapping the silos. Each one of us has been pushed into a hole. We have to spend the rest of our lives within this hole.

The funny part is this entire construct of Hindu faith is that it bears no resemblance to our holy books. When our gurus and our gods are born and come down to give us the right orientation. We blow the whistle on them and ask them to get off the football field.

That is why I ask the question, Who will save Hinduism?

We kicked some of our gurus out; we kicked some of our gods out So who are we depending on now?

Right now its Politicians ……of all colors. Who are into every sort of crime? They we believe ………….will save Hinduism.
Lots are voting for them, to the sounds of mantras sung to the tune of Bollywood musicals
Oh help us god. I mean mantriji.

Or the guy with the hand phone slung around his neck telling you to pay up so much to do some rituals for the soul to cross the umpteen gates on the way to heaven. Tough luck if you family can’t afford it, your soul does not get to pass those gates, and may perhaps end up in hell. So ask the priest, hey whats with the karma of the individual? How come it does not matter anymore on the way to heaven?
Sounds funny? Think about it, isn’t this exactly what is happening today?

The point of this article is not to paint a dooms day picture. There is a way out of this mess. 

Obviously the top down approach has not worked in Hinduism. Many gurus and even the 9th avatar of Vishnu and Brahma have been side tracked.

Perhaps the bottom up approach may work.

It’s simple. Here is how you can do your bit to save Hinduism.
Get out of your house, Go to the nearest book shop, enough literature on the Vedas and Upanishads is available. …………..yupieee written in English too.
It’s written in the Vedas, Knowledge brings wisdom. Wisdom gives us the ability to choose between right and wrong. Choosing the right path, takes us down the path of freedom and Moksha.

The first step however is to acquire Knowledge. If you have doubts, ask a self realized Guru the deeper meaning of what you read. 
So start reading, and start to do your own thinking. This may perhaps the only way to bring back Hinduism where it’s supposed to be.

OM TAMASO MA JYOTIR GAMAY

(O lord of the three universes, deliver us from ignorance to knowledge)

The author is Sanjayrao1010. In search of the ultimate truth beyond concepts and notions, in that silence, after 20 years in soulless corporate board rooms. 
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Editor: 
Why have things come to such a pass? Answer is complex but a few thoughts. 
· Indian educational system does not connect the student with Indian culture and traditions. Student grows up with incorrect notions about his religion and culture. Side effect is looking up to the West for approval. Thanks to the Internet things are changing but the educational system has not changed.
· Indian Governance model is based on Democracy while the soul of Bharat is Dharma. The former is based on rights, meaning what is in it for me. The latter is based on duty, meaning what I can do for you. Unfortunately most Indians follow the former that has made our society very materialistic.
· The Hindu society is not organised like the Church. Thus it has not been able to withstand and counterattack organised religions like Islam and Christianity. 

· Study of Hinduism was not encouraged and supported in schools, colleges. Perhaps one of the reasons lots of research and teaching on the world’s oldest religion takes place outside the country of its origin. 

Way Forward

· Hindus (meaning followers of Dharma) need to rediscover their roots which is the objective of esamskriti.

· Learned Swamis must get into intellectual debates with Western scholars on Indian Thought or train students (like Chanakya trained Chandragupt) to do so. Keeping knowledge within yourself is good but not when your way of life is under threat. 

· Know more about your opponents meaning take the battle into the opposing camp instead of perpetually being on the defensive. 

· Hindus must organise themselves and stand united.

· Earn money but share your wealth with the less needy Hindus.
· Support political parties that give Hindus equal human rights in India for e.g. the right to manage their temples which are now under government control. 
· Focus on action and creation rather than intellectual arguments. 

