How many died in the Kashmiri Terrorist Movement 
By Sanjeev Nayyar







September 2012

In 1988, I trekked from Pahalgaum to Sonmarg. We spent our last night in the home of a Kashmiri. The three of us, a French couple and me, were exhausted when we entered the lady’s home. The lady was kind enough to feed us very well. Before leaving the next morning we asked her how much money. She said ‘I will not take money from the Goras but this man is Indian so he must pay me’. Having enjoyed her hospitality had no hesitation in paying but her words echo in my ears to this day. 

The terrorist movement started in the Kashmir Valley around 1989. It got a fillip after the Home Ministers (Mufti M Syed) daughter was kidnapped by terrorists and subsequently released after the Government capitulated to their demands
Since the movement started in the pre internet/satellite TV news era, there is not much hard data on the number of people killed during those years. I was fortunate to stumble across the South Asia Terrorism Portal (www.satp.org) which has some useful data. The attached PDF file has data on annual fatalities in terrorist violence from 1988 to August 19, 2012. Fatalities are split into Civilians, Security Force personnel and Terrorists. The number of terrorists killed includes Indians, Pakistanis and Afghans, as well as small numbers of people from nearly a dozen other countries, who were sent by their Pakistani handlers to fight in Jammu and Kashmir.  
Highlights of Annual Fatalities in terrorists related violence 1989-19/8/2012 
	Year
	Civilians
	Security forces
	Terrorists
	Total

	Total 
	14,645
	6,026
	22,602
	43,273

	Key years data
	
	
	
	

	1989
	79
	13
	0
	92

	1990
	862
	132
	183
	1177

	1991
	594
	185
	614
	1393

	1992
	859
	177
	873
	1909

	1993
	1023
	216
	1328
	2567

	1994
	1012
	236
	1651
	2899

	1995
	1161
	297
	1338
	2796

	1996
	1333
	376
	1194
	2903

	1997
	840
	355
	1177
	2372

	1998
	877
	339
	1045
	2261

	1999
	799
	555
	1184
	2538

	2000
	842
	638
	1808
	3288

	2001
	1067
	590
	2850
	4507

	2002
	839
	469
	1714
	3022

	2003
	658
	338
	1546
	2542

	2004
	534
	325
	951
	1810

	2005
	521
	218
	1000
	1739

	2006
	349
	168
	599
	1116

	2007
	164
	121
	492
	777

	
	For other years
	See PDF file 
	
	


To see year wise numbers of lives list in PDF format click here. You can also visit  http://www.satp.org/satporgtp/countries/india/states/jandk/data_sheets/annual_casualties.htm

 Total number of lives lost in Khalistani and Kashmiri Terrorists Movements
	Year
	Civilians
	Security forces
	Terrorists
	Total

	Kashmir 1989 to 19/8/2012 
	14,645
	6,026
	22,602
	43,273

	Khalistani 1981 to 2011 
	11,783
	1,750
	8,096
	21,629

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	26,428
	7,776
	30,698
	64,902


In case you find any errors in data please write back and we shall make appropriate corrections. 
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