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Concepts and Issues

Seeing the sincere inquisitiveness of Arjuna in knowing the attributes and glories of The Lord, Sri Krishna reveals them with affection for his welfare and prosperity and through him for the benefit of humanity at large.

Sri Krishna tells Arjuna that neither the Gods nor the sages know His origin because He is the source of all. He, who knows Him as Unborn and Beginningless and as the Supreme Lord of the Universe, is undeluded and liberated from all the sins. From Him alone all the qualities of beings viz. understanding, wisdom, non-illusion, patience, truthfulness, self-control, calmness, happiness, pain, birth, death, fear and fearlessness arise. The seven great sages, the ancient four and the Manus, invested with the power of The Lord, were born out of His mere will and from them all the creatures of the world descended. He who knows these manifold manifestations and super-natural powers of The Lord gets established in Yoga.

The wise ones knowing that He is the source of all, that everything in the world exists because of Him, worship Him with devotion, talk on Him, surrender themselves to Him, meditate on Him and rejoice in Him. Sri Krishna says that those who worship Him with devotion, to them He gives the Yoga of Discrimination by which they shall reach Him. In order to shower His grace, He dwells in their Self and destroys the darkness of their ignorance by the shining lamp of wisdom.

Arjuna tells The Lord “Narada, Vyasa and other great seers have described You in the same terms. Now, You too confirm their teachings. I believe that You are the Supreme Spirit-The Lord, the Infinite Paramatman. You told me earlier that even the Gods and the great sages do not comprehend you correctly in all Your full glory. Since You are the only one who knows You, You are the only teacher who can teach me about Yourself and Your glories. You must tell me therefore all Your glories which pervade all the worlds. Tell me also how am I to meditate so that I may know you. In which aspect or form should I contemplate upon You to realize You in Your full glory? Tell me all about Yoga powers and Your glories ".

From here till the end of this Chapter Sri Krishna gives several examples of His manifestations with the idea that he who meditates upon on any one of them will be able to discover the Infinite in the finite world of pluralities.

The long list of His manifestations described in the Verses 20 -39 has been tabulated below for easy reference.

Sri Krishna says that He is the

	1. Universal Self seated in the hearts of all beings

	2. Beginning, middle and end of all beings

	Among 
	He is

	3
	Twelve sons of Aditi
	Vishnu

	4
	Lights
	Radiant Sun

	5
	Maruts
	Marichi  

	6
	Stars
	Moon     

	7
	Vedas
	Sama     

	8
	Gods
	Indra   

	9
	Organs of perception
	Mind  

	10
	Living Beings
	Consciousness

	11
	Eleven Rudras
	Siva

	12
	Yakshas & Rakshasas
	Kubera

	13
	Eight Vasus
	God of Fire

	14
	Mountains
	Meru

	15
	Household Priests
	Brihaspati

	16
	Generals
	Skanda                        

	17
	Lakes
	Ocean  

	18
	Great Sages
	Bhrigu   

	19
	Words
	Sacred syllable ‘OM'                              

	20
	Sacrifices
	Japa Yagna                   

	21
	Immovable Things
	Himalayas

	22
	Trees
	Holy Aswattha             

	23
	Celestial Sages
	Narada

	24
	Gandharvas
	Chitraratha

	25
	Siddhas 
	Sage Kapila                  

	26
	Horses
	Ucchaisravaa

	27
	Mighty Elephants
	Airavata

	28
	Men
	King

	29
	Weapons
	Thunderbolt

	30
	Cows
	Kamadhenu

	31
	Kandarpa
	The progenitor              

	32
	Serpents(Sarpa)
	Vasuki  

	33
	Snakes
	Sesha (Ananta Nag)      

	34
	Deities of water
	Varuna

	35
	Pitris (Forefathers)
	Aryama,                        

	36
	Controllers
	Yama, Lord of Death    

	37
	Daityas
	Prahlada

	38
	Reckoners
	Time

	39
	Beasts
	Lion

	40
	Birds
	Garuda


CH 2
	Among
	He is

	41
	Purifiers
	Wind

	42
	Warriors
	Rama    

	43
	Fishes
	Shark

	44
	Rivers
	Ganga

	45
	Creation
	Beginning, middle, end    

	46
	Sciences
	Science of  Self    

	47
	Discussions
	Logic

	48
	Alphabet
	The letter `A'                 

	49
	Compounds in grammar
	The Dual                       

	50
	The Lord is 
	The imperishable Time

	51
	
	Creator facing all around

	52
	
	Death and prosperity

	53
	Feminine qualities
	Fame, prosperity, speech,

memory, intelligence, firmness 

and forgiveness                      

	54
	Hymns
	Brihatsaman

	55
	Metres
	Gayatri   

	56
	Twelve Months
	Margashirsha

	57
	Six Seasons
	Spring, flowering season

	58
	Deceitful Practices
	Gambling

	59
	Splendid
	Splendour

	60
	Victorious
	Victory

	61
	Resolute 
	Determination 

	62
	Good
	Determination, goodness

	63
	Vrishnis
	Vaasudeva (Krishna)

	64
	Pandavas
	Arjuna

	65
	Sages
	Vyasa

	66
	Wise or Poets 
	Ushanas (Sukracharya)

	67
	Rulers
	Subduing Power

	68
	Those who seek victory
	Statesmanship

	69
	Secrets
	Silence

	70
	Wise
	Wisdom

	71
	All Beings
	Seed


Sri Krishna concludes that nothing can exist without Him, that there is no limit to His divine manifestations and that He supports the entire Universe by a fraction of His power.

Live as the Gita Teaches You to Live

In this Chapter Arjuna requested The Lord to explain His manifestations, power of Yoga and His form to meditate upon. Sri Krishna explained the technique for meditation by citing several examples of His glories on which one has to concentrate.
In meditation one will have to take the mind away from the grosser to the subtler levels of consciousness so as to reach mind's source which is Pure Consciousness. The mind is always extroverted and feeds on sensory perceptions. If one gets convinced that He alone exists in everything as its essence (consciousness) then the mind will begin to perceive the divinity in every being and thing which is their essential nature. The consciousness within begins to perceive the consciousness outside without any effort or obstacle. By this way Sri Krishna teaches that one can always live in God-Consciousness.

Points to Ponder

1. How one can know that which has no beginning and end?
2. What made Sri Krishna to enumerate in so many details His glories? 
3. What is the purpose behind this discourse of The Lord?
4. Write short notes on :

· Buddhi Yoga 

· The single syllable `OM' 

· The alphabet `A'

· Japa Yagna 

· Pipal Tree 

· Time 

· Death as a leveler and

· Gayatri
Next time we will take up Chapter 11.

HARIH OM
