Thread Ceremony - Initiation to Studentship

Courtesy and Copyright Jnana Prabodhini




April 2001
Introduction –   Chapter 1 

Dharma Sansthapana – Establishing righteousness

Lord Shrikrishna assures in the Bhagavad Geeta –

‘For the protection of the good people and for the destruction of the wicked, and for the establishment of righteousness, I come into being from age to age.’


Swami Vivekananda, too emphatically expounds the need for Dharma Sansthapana. He says - “The unity in religion, therefore, is absolutely necessary as the first condition for the future of India. There must be the recognition of one religion throughout the length and breadth of this land”. (Lectures from Colombo to Almora, 1963 Edn.P.185, lines 2 to 5)

In another lecture he speaks about his life mission: Religion for a long time has come to be static in India. What we want is to make it dynamic. I want it to be brought into life of everybody.’ (I bid P.81, lines 12 –14)


How to make religion dynamic? How to bring it into the life of everybody? Religious sacraments can be a means to serve this purpose. They contain the noblest thoughts in the world. Performing them meaningfully, seeing the lofty religious ideals in the context of modern life, and making a sincere effort to internalize and practice them is Dharma Sansthapana. Since all the sacraments are in Sanskrit, people find it difficult to follow their meaning. For their convenience Jnana Prabodhini has translated these sacraments into Marathi, and now in English.

The Invaluable Treasure

It would be disastrous to throw away the gold, which is hidden under the obscurities of language. Every race in the world is in search of its roots. We Hindus have a tradition of thousands of years, a religion replete with noblest thoughts and a social structure, the scientific base of which is admired by the social scientists. Are we going to divorce with these riches and ape the so-called modern societies?

Swami Vivekananda enlightens us on this:

“A beautiful large edifice, the glorious relic of a hoary antiquity has, out of disuse, fallen into dilapidated condition… What will you do to it? Will you undertake the necessary cleaning and repair, and thus restore the old; or will you pull the whole edifice down to the ground and seek to build another in its place after a sordid, modern plan whose permanence is yet to be established? We have to reform it; which truly means to make it ready or perfect by necessary cleaning and repair, not by demolishing the whole thing.’ (Ibid, P.358, lines 20-31)

In Modern Times


This applies to Hinduism as a whole and its sacraments also. They are to be reinterpreted in the modern context. Dharma Nirnay Mandal of Lonawala did significant, valuable attempts in this direction. The late Dr. V.V. Pendse, the founder director of Jnana Prabodhini, further rejuvenated them. The Upanayana Samskara, the initiation to studentship, is entirely the creation of his genius.


From 1973 onwards, the 8th standard boys and girls of the Jnana Prabodhini School are being initiated according to the script that follows Girls wear a string with symbol Om woven in it as the Yajnopaveet. Boys wear the Thread or Tulasimala. Yajnopaveet is that which is purified by the sacrificial fire.


The tradition says that the thread ceremony is to be performed at the age of eight years. In olden days, the student used to leave his house and stay at the house of the preceptor or “Guru”. In modern times, the student stays with his parents. Upanayana signifies the entrance of the boy or girl into Brahmacharyashrama, life of chastity and pursuit of knowledge. To understand the code of conduct of the Brahmacharyashrama, it is desirable that the student reaches the age of 14. In eighth standard, he normally reaches this age. So it is appropriate to perform the sacrament of Upanayana in the 8th STD.


The script says that pursuit of Brahman, the Truth, is Brahmacharya. In the light of this objective the student should set his daily conduct. Taking the right kind of food and having proper exercise  - Controlling the organs, offering daily prayer, doing self-study and listening to discourses serving the preceptor and worshipping one’s motherland or nation are the do’s of this Ashrama.

For Girls Also

Both, the boys and girls used to be initiated in ancient times. During dark ages-times of foreign invasions-the girls were not allowed to go out and learn from the preceptor. So the sacrament was performed only for the boys. However, now, both boys and girls pursue higher studies. Therefore, girls too need to be initiated. Arya Samaj initiates both- boys and girls.


The tradition says that this sacrament is meant only for the first three divisions (Varnas) of the society i.e., Brahmana, Kshatriya and Vaishya (the erudite, the warriors and traders). Now there is no reason why the fourth division, if at all it is there, should be deprived of this Samskara. The late Swami Dayananda Saraswati, therefore, declared that any child, from any caste or creed, can undergo this sacrament.

Not Only For Hindus

Some people think that this sacrament is limited to the Hindus. However, it need not be so. Parsis have their initiation sacrament. Since the essence of this sacrament is taking the vow of studenthood, students from any religion can undergo it. There are some sects in Christianity who believe that the teachings of Jesus Christ must find their expression through Indian culture. Especially the Catholics are introducing Hindu ways of attires, Aarati and Namaskaras in the church. It is a desirable trend. Irrespective of the various spiritual pursuits, the members of our society should feel that our culture, tradition and nation are one and the same. And it is the Indian or Hindu culture, tradition and nation. At Jnana Prabodhini even Christians and Muslims undergo this sacrament. They can have ‘cross’ or ‘talisman’ as a symbol of the vow.

Preparation

One month prior to the sacrament before, the meaning and significance of the sacrament is explained to the students. Six discourses on the following subjects are arranged:

1. Attaining radiant health and vigor.

2. Controlling the sense organs and building hygienic habits.

3. Making mind steadfast, poised and chaste.

4. Understanding the 10 abilities of the mind and intellect and enhancing them.

5. Enhancing spiritual power and leadership qualities.

6. Cosmic energy and its worship.

Discourses and discussions on this topic are the preparation of Brahmacharyashrama.

After the day of sacrament the students are further oriented for 15 days to daily prayer of Gayatri Mantra.

Far-reaching Effects

It is our experience that the sacrament has far-reaching moral and psychological effects on the students. There is nothing unreasonable in the sacrament. Instead, it is quite rational, inspiring, sowing the seeds of virtuous conduct, imbibing dutifulness and commitment to studies, and giving the experience of being in communion with the Supreme consciousness.

Requirements for Upanayana Ceremony – Chapter 2 

1.  Flowers

2.  Akshata rice-grains mixed with slight Kumkum

3.  Metal glass (one for each aspirant) filled with water

4.  Sandal wood paste /Ashtagandha for applying on foreheads

5.  Sacred Threads/strings of Tulasi beads/other symbols such as Cross or Talisman

6.  Electric Coil heater

7.  Wood Chops

8.  Ghee 50 grams (container and spoon)

9.  Bricks about 20 Nos. (Size 9” x 3” x 2.5”) For making the altar

10. Tanpura, Harmonium

11. Loudspeaker arrangements
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The Sacrament of Upanayana:   Chapter 3

Taking the vow of studentship


The ceremony is normally performed in the prayer hall of the school or a quiet room in a house. A platform of 5 mtrs. X 6 mtrs. X 0.5 to 0.75 mtrs. Is erected and decorated auspiciously.

Om is to be installed in the centre of the backdrop at a height of about 3 mtrs.


The sitting arrangement may be as shown in the diagram given earlier with the “Requirements for Upanayana”.


The altar should be 0.5 mtrs. X 0.5 mtrs. X 0.25 mtrs. A steel tray or sheet is kept at the bottom of the altar. On that, electric coil heater is kept. Those who are going to be initiated are called aspirants. There should be as many Threads / Malas or other symbols as the number of aspirants. The Threads should be kept in a tray near the preceptor.


Normally, the principal of the school is the Preceptor. Any senior person with good character, a lady or a gent, can conduct the sacrament as a priestess/priest of preceptress / preceptor. The priest should be able to sing the verses in the script, which are given musical compositions.


On the left side of the priest, the sitting arrangement for the dignitaries can be made. Only the preceptor, the priest and the instrument players sit on the dais. All the rest squat on the covered floor. Chairs may be provided to those who cannot squat on the floor for a long time because of old age or for any other reason.


The aspirants should take bath at home, touch the feet of their parents to venerate them, and then come to the school to undergo the sacrament. A tilak of ‘ashtagandha’ is applied on their foreheads.


The sacrament is conducted preferably in the morning. It takes about 1 hour and 45 minutes to complete the sacrament. Therefore all the arrangement are to be made on the earlier day.


The hall is perfumed with the incense. Nobody enters the hall before 15 minutes for the commencement of the ceremony. The aspirants and their parents take seats 10 minutes before, and guests take their seats 3 minutes before, the commencement. The Tanpura starts 2 minutes before and the priest starts by saying ‘Harih Om’ on dot.

Priest and the participants:





Hari Om





    Om





    Om


(The priest rings the holy bell. The leaders of the rows stand up with the incense pots in their hands.)

Priest: Today we are performing the noble sacrament of Upanayana or taking the vow of studentship. Let us start by purifying ourselves.


(The leaders of the rows turn to the audience and start walking.)

Priest and the Participants:


(The leaders walk to the end of the hall with the incense pots in their hands. When the first quarter of the couplet is sung, they walk half the distance. When the first half of the couplet is over, they reach the end-wall of the hall. When the third quarter of the couplet is over, they reach the centre of the hall again, and when the couplet is finished, they come back to their original places, keep down the pots and stand there taking Akshata in their palms. Now other aspirants also stand up with Akshata in their palms). (Akshata are rice grains.)

Priest: A person may be impure, or in whatever state, if he remembers God, he is pure inside out.

Priest and the participants:


(When the first quarter of this couplet is sung, the students turn to the right and sprinkle Akshata. In the second quarter of the couplet they again turn to the right, facing the audience. In the third quarter, they once again turn to the right and thus, after making a round around oneself, resume the original sitting position in the fourth quarter, sprinkling Akshata in every direction they turn to.)

What is mean by taking the Vow of Brahmacharyasram?


(The representative of the aspirants sits in the centre facing the priest. He and along with him, the other aspirants ask)

Aspirants: You said that we are performing the sacrament of Upanayana i.e. taking the Deeksha – vow of Brahma-Charya Could you kindly explain it’s meaning to us?
Priest: Sure, Deeksha is a pledge of undertaking an earnest pursuit of knowledge – secular and spiritual. For that you are led to the preceptor. On the path of realizing the Supreme. That is called Upanayana. Upanayana strengthens your resolution to practise Brahmacharya, i.e. life of chastity. Yajurveda says-

Priest and Participants:
Priest: When one leads a regular, chaste life he becomes eligible to take the vow. On taking vow in all earnestness he receives the fruit i.e. the desired effect. When one sees the desired effect, he reaches a conviction and faith. Ultimately, leads to realization of the Truth.

Priest and the participants:

Priest: Truth itself is Brahman. Knowing the Truth is knowing the Brahman, i.e. seeing the Divinity manifest in individuals and in the living and non-living world.


Who can realize the Ultimate Truth? Who can bring that realization into practice?

The one who has taken the vow of Brahmacharya, the one who is putting in all earnest effort to practice the code of conduct of this Ashrama, can realize the Truth That is Brahmacharya Mundako-panishad says-

Priest and the aspirants:
Priest: This self within the body, of the nature of light and pure, is attainable by truth, by austerify, by right knowledge, by the constant practice of chastify. Him, the asceties with their imperfections done away, behold.

Priest and the participants:

Priest: Deeds inspired by Truth win. The unvirtuous, the evil, the untruth, never.

Priest and the participant:

Priest: Truth alone conquers, not untruth. By truth is laid out the path leading to the Gods by which the sages who have their desires fulfilled travel to where is that supreme abode of truth.

Priest and the participant:

Priest: The will of the Brahman is knowledge; the apparent expansion of the Brahman is the secular knowledge. The pursuit of both spiritual and secular knowledge is pursuit of Brahman – the Truth. The Truth prevails; so we must pursue the Truth. Following the will of the Brahman, one should lead his life through the four stages, Ashramas, viz. Brahmacharya – student-hood, Grihastha – life of a householder, Vanaprastha – the life of retirement, and Sannyas – casting off the bondage of the material life. One who does so becomes the most successful person according to the Hindu tradition.


Trying to realize Brahman. Brahmacharya is to be practiced till the age 25, and, if possible, later also. This is the appropriate period for self-realization. Later, one may enter into the other stages. Manusmriti says ----

Priest and the participants:
Priest: Brahmacharya, Grihastha, Vanaprastha and Sannyas are the four stages in human life. Among these, the Grihasthashrama shelters the other three. The wise who practices these Ashramas in a gradual course according to the religious tradition attains spiritual felicity.
(Manusmriti – 6,89-90)

Priest and the participants: repeat the above

Value of Knowledge

- 
Chapter 4

Priest: Just as a strong foundation bears the edifice firmly, Brahmachryashrama serves as the foundation of human life. Knowing Brahman enables one to follow the will of the Brahman. Geeta says—

Priest and the participants:

Priest: There is nothing on earth equal in purity to knowledge. One, who learns to concentrate his mind with the help of Yoga, attains the knowledge of self in course of time.

Priest and the participants:

Priest: Studying any branch of knowledge in depth would lead to the knowledge of the Brahman. By understanding and following the will of the Brahman, one gets the sense of fulfillment in his life. Knowledge is fathomless. One, who attains it, reaches the status of the Brahman.

Priest and the participants:

Priest: Brahman it truth, knowledge and has no limits. This knowledge resides in the cave of the heart, the lofty Akashak. One, who experiences this, realizes all his desires along with Brahman, the all knowing.

Priest and the participants:

Priest: Since knowledge is fathomless, every moment is to be utilized in its pursuit. The code of do’s and don’ts of Brahmacharyashrama are meant for this purpose. There has to be a balance in eating, sleeping, exercise and other activities. Control in every activity is the important theme given by Lord Shrikrishna in the Bhagavad Geeta.

Aspirants

:


O preceptor, kindly explains to us the rules of Brahmacharyashrama and initiate me/us into studentship. We stand up and request you to do so. My/our parents who have come to bless me/us may please stand up and hand me/us over to my/our preceptor.

Aspirants: Please accept us/me as your disciple/s

Parents: Please accept me/our children as your disciple/s.

Preceptor: Be it so.


Now I explain to you the rules and the code of conduct of Brahmacharya, and then initiate you into Brahmachayashrama.

Code of conduct of the Brahmacharyashrama
- 
Chapter 5 
1. 
Balance in diet and activities

Priest and the participants:

Priest: One who is temperate in food and activity. One who is restrained in his actions, and whose sleep and waking are regulated, he finds this Yoga (behavior) destroying all sorrows.

Priest and the participants:

Priest: On the path of knowledge, the organs of senses and action tempt the aspirant to commit all sorts of sins.

Priest and participants:

Priest: This craving, this wrath, born out of passion, is all devouring and most sinful. Know them to be enemies.

Priest and the participants:

Priest: Lord Krishna says, ‘O Arjuna, knowledge is obscured by the gluttonous fire of insatiable desire and wrath, which is always the enemy of wise people.

Priest and the participants:

2. 
Control of organs of senses and action

Priest: For the pursuit of knowledge, secular and spiritual, control of senses is necessary, says Lord Krishna.

Priest and the participants:

Priest: Therefore, O Arjuna, control your sense from the beginning, and slay this sinful destroyer of knowledge – spiritual and secular.

Priest and the participants:

3.
 Daily prayer and meditation

Along with the temperate food and activity and control of senses, it is necessary to do daily meditation and prayer for self – development. This habit of meditation and prayer is to be inculcated in Brahmacharyashrama and to be continued to the end of one’s life. One should get up early in the morning, and, after toilet, should squat inquiet, clean place, and then –

Priest and the participants:

Priest: Taking one’s place on the seat, concentrating the mind, and controlling the thought and senses, one should practice Yoga for the purification of the soul.
Priest and the participants:

Priest: In a stable posture, with concentrated mind, and in equamious state, some mantras should be chanted, and some meditation should be practised. During meditation, one tries to be in silent dialogue with the Supreme consciousness in one’s own mother tongue. After some time, in place of dialogue, one should try to be one with the cosmic vibrations. When such a dialogue and the absorbing meditation is over, the Gayatri Mantra should be recited and the prayer should be concluded. Every morning this prayer is to be practiced. However, during the daytime, whenever possible, even while engaged in other activities also, this dialogue with God should be continued.


Lord Krishna says in Geeta –

Priest and the participants:
Priest: Thus keeping the self ever harmonized with Brahman, the guileless Yogin experiences easily the infinite bliss of merging with the Eternal Brahman.

Priest and the participants:
4.
Self-study and Discourses

Priest: Practicing the rules of Brahmacharyashram such as being temperate in food and activity, controlling sense, and offering daily prayer, what else is to be observed? Knowledge is to be acquired through self-study and listening to discourses of the preceptor. Without wasting a single moment, one should learn, and, at times, teach also, and thus continue the pursuit of knowledge. Is there anything also, and thus continue the pursuit of knowledge. Is there anything that can not be achieved by self-study and discourses? Taittireeya Upanishad says –

Priest and the participants:
Priest: What is Dharma or righteous conduct? Dharma is realizing the all-prevading Truth or the cosmic law. But this is not enough. Selfstudy and discourse have also to be there. Dharma is not only practicing penance. Self-study and discourse are also necessary. Only peace of mind and human happiness are not enough. Self-study and discourse should be there. Control of senses is not enough. Self-study and discourse have to be there. Self-study and discourse are the real penance. They are the real penance.

Priest and the participants:
5.
 Service to the Preceptor

In order to profit fully from self-study and discourses, it is important that the disciple learns to revere the preceptor who gives him knowledge. When the preceptor accepts the disciple for imparting knowledge, he, as if, gives the second birth to the disciple. Those who are thus accepted as disciples are Dwijas (twice born). The preceptor who loves the disciple like his own son, is as good as his father, The disciple should also have love for the preceptor. The disciple has to have reverence for the preceptor, though he may be critical at times. Love alone is not enough, reverence also is greatly required. Parents are the first Gurus. Further, the preceptors giving the knowledge of the Brahman are the greatest Gurus. Let us stand up and venerate such Gurus.


(All stand up and join hands for Namaskara.) 

Priest and the participants:
Priest: Guru is Brahma – the creator, Guru is Vishnu – the controller, Guru is Maheshwar, Shiva – the destroyer. Guru is Brahman – the Supreme Self. I venerate that Guru.

Priest and the participants:
6.
Developing personality and consecrating it in the service of the Nation

Priest: What is the purpose of observing the rules of Brahmacharyashrama such as being temperate in food and activity, control of senses, offering daily prayer to God and self-study and discourses? This is in order to achieve a healthy growth of body, mind and intellect, leading to a fully blossomed personality. That is the real meaning of Brahmacharya – development of a noble personality. The greatest happiness of human life lies in consecrating such a fully developed personality for the cause of the kith and kin, the society, the nation and ultimately for God. The highest ideal is to worship the nation and God with such a blooming flower as life Worship and the consecration is the only way to eternal bliss.

Priest and the participants:
Priest: Not by progeny, not by wealth, only by sacrifice, one attains eternal bliss and immortality.

Priest and the participants:
Priest: Mahabharat, the great epic, says –

Priest and the participants:
Priest: Desire is never satisfied by the enjoyment of the objects of desire. It grows more and more as does the fire by fuel.

Priest and the participants:
Priest: There is no happiness without controlling desires. That is why the Upanishands enjoin again and again. – by sacrifice alone one attains eternal bliss and immortality. Understand that God has given us this body as a precious gift. Let us keep it clean, healthy and chaste, so that the Eternal may descend to it and manifest itself more and more. May every day bring newer and newer enlightenment to us? May the psychological and intellectual abilities such as finer observation. Sharp comprehension, photographic memory, penetrating insight, dissecting intellect, ready astuteness, ever-blossoming creativity, clairaudience, clairvoyance and the ability to transfer energy become more manifest in us.




(For Marathi – speaking people)

Priest and the participants:
Priest: We have in brief viewed the conventions and code of conduct of Brahmacharyashrma. As you have resolved to enter this Ashrama, accepting to be temperate in food and activity, controlling senses, offering daily prayer, self-study and discourses, and service to the preceptor, please take the vow.


(The priest reads it phrase by phrase and the disciples, especially the new aspirants, follow)

The Vow

- 
Chapter 6

Priest and the participants:


With an intense desire



to do some heroic deed



for our nation,



we all have come together.



O Supreme Self,



be a witness unto this.



Life flows through four Ashramas, viz.



Brahmacharya, Grihastha,



Vanprastha and Sannyas



Today, with utmost sincerity,



we / I are / am entering the Brhamacharayashrama.



O Almighty



I / we take a vow that 



I / We will piously observe



the control of senses and activity,



and the code of conduct.



My / Our body, mind and senses



will be occupied in your search.



I / we will offer regular prayers,



will do self-study



and listen attentively to the discourses.



I /we will serve my / our Guru.



I / we will keep my / our body healthy and radiant.



My / our personality/personalities will shine



with noblest thought and discernment.



nothing will deviate us / me



from this vow.



I will observe Brahmacharya and study



at least to the age of 25 years of my life.



Later, I will enter the other Ashramas.



Shri Ramachandra stayed with his preceptor.



Lord Shrikrishna stayed with his preceptor.



I too will be in the company of my Guru.



My life be a manifestation of Divinity.



Books are also gurus.



Nature is also Guru.



By our / my conduct



we / I will please these Gurus

                        and acquire knowledge from them.



may our / my learning be 



for the protection of the virtuous



and for vanquishing the wicked.



For the descent of the Supramental



in the humanity at large



I / we will utilize my / our learning.



O Almighty God,



please let this come true.



May your auspicious blessings



be always with us / me.



Let every particle of this body



and every moment of this life



be used fully for a worthy cause



as per your will.


(At the end of vow the priest switches on the electric heater. After a few minutes the flames come up. He offers oblations of ghee to the fire on behalf of the aspirants.)

In the presence of the holy fire

Priest: We have taken the vow of Brahmacharya. Let us now offer oblations to the sacred fire as the witness. Agni (fire) is the visible form of the Ultimate, the primeval energy. You from your place, offer the oblations of rice grains.

(While the preceptor chants the following mantras, he pours a spoonful of ghee into the fire. He repeats this action for every mantra.)

Priest and the participants:

This is offered to the sacred fire.


This belongs to the sacred fire, and not to me.


This is offered to the Sun.


This belongs to the Sun, and not to me.


This is offered to Prajapati – the creator.


This belongs to Prajapati, and not to me

Wearing the Sacred Thread Yajnopaveet / 
Chapter 7

 Mala (string of beads) / Other symbol

Priest: Through these oblations, we have conveyed our vow to the Agni and the Sun and Prajapati – the creator, or the Ultimate and receive the thread/mala or the desired symbol at the hands of the preceptor.

Parents: O preceptor, please bless this aspirant with the sacred thread.

Preceptor gives Yajnopaveet – Threads- to all the aspirants. After receiving the Thread,

Priest: This sacred thread, cross or talisman received from the sacred fire, is the symbol of the vow you have taken today. Dip it in water in the glass and then stand up facing the east. Hold the thread or symbol with both the thumbs a little away from you at the height of your chest and say—

Priest and the aspirants:-



(Aspirants bring their hands down)

Priest: the Yajnopaveet is very sacred. It is created by god Prajapati. May this give me strength, and immaculate, radiant and virtuous life.

Priest and the aspirants:


(Aspirants now face the priest.)

Priest: Now wear this Yajnopaveet around your neck. When you go home, put it on in such a way that it would come down from the left shoulder to your waist, on right side. Keep it clean. It will remind you of your vow. The knot of the Thread is called the Knot of Brahman, the Truth. Maintain this Thread as long as possible. Even if the external symbol is not there, remember always, in the heart of your heart, the vow you have taken.

Giving Gayatri Mantra
-
Chapter 8
Priest: You have taken the vow of Brahmacharya. Now I will initiate you to the Gayatri Mantra that is to be chanted in daily prayer. Keep the Akshata and flowers in front of you when you chant the Mantra. When the sacrament is over, offer the Akshata and flowers to God.

The Gayatri is the supreme mantra among all the mantras. This Hindu tradition of chanting Gayatri in the prayer has come down from Rigveda. Whom do we pray? There are seven levels of existence like Bhooh, Bhuvah and so on. In other words, we contemplate on the earth, the space, the Sun in our planetary circle, millions of such Suns, our galaxy containing millions of such Suns, and such infinite number of galaxies. The one who inspires all creation is that self-same Savita. Let us pray that he may inspire all of us and our nation.

Priest and the participants:



Om




Om




Om

(Meditation for one and a half minute. The Tanpura also stops, there is pin-drop silence.)

Priest and the participants:



Om




Om




Om

(A moment’s silence)



O Earth



O Space



O sun



O millions of Suns



O Galaxy



O Infinite galaxies



O Parabrahma, the Truth

We contemplate the most radiant lustre of the Supreme, the God. May he inspire our intellect.

Priest and the participants :




Brahman is the only reality.




Brahman is the reality.




Brahman is the reality.

After this, the priest says ‘Namaste’. All join hands and the sacrament ends. After a few minutes’ break, a short meeting of half an hour is held. Two or three aspirants who have taken the vow express their feeling. One or two parents make small speeches. The preceptor and the chief guest offer blessings. Prasad or sacrificial food is given to all, the ceremony ends.)

PG 23 AND 24 NEED TO BE SCANNED AND PASTED, SEE BOOK

Long Live Sanatan Dharam
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