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One of the most hotly debated topics in this 

general elections has been the development and 

governance of Narendra Modi’s government in 

Gujarat.  In Centrestage, Uday Mahurkar tries 

to present a balanced assessment of Narendra 

Modi’s government by uncovering and analysing 

the Modi mantra of governance. With chapters 

on energy, technology, agriculture, finance, 

innovation to name a few, Mahurkar aims at 

understanding and revealing the ground reality 

through facts and research beyond the media hype. 

Has Gujarat really made progress under Narendra 

Modi? Is Narendra Modi really a visionary and 

a good administrator? Read Centrestage to find 

out and get an insider's view of Narendra Modi's 

governance from a man who has followed him 

closely for the past three decades.
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Is Narendra Modi’s 
government innovative 
and free of vote-bank 
politics?

How did Narendra Modi 
bring 24-hour, three phase 
domestic power supply to 
18,000 villages in Gujarat? 

How did Modi turn the 
forlorn Kutch into a top 
tourist destination?

‘Uday Mahurkar must be congratulated for moving away from the clichéd 
Gujarat development discourse and for doing that in such an attractive 

and reader-friendly way. The book gives deep insight as to why the Gujarat 
template of governance is relevant today for the nation and why Moditva is 
about administration as much as about other things. Significantly, It is not a 

hagiography since the weak side is also highlighted.’

Bibek Debroy
Professor of Economics and Law, Columbia University

‘Well connected and trusted for his dispassionate assessments, Uday 
Mahurkar has brought together his deep knowledge of the Narendra Modi 

government in a book that is certain to become a must-read for anyone 
interested in the "Gujarat model". It is much more than a narrative of Modi's 

record in transforming Gujarat as the writer has captured the drama, the 
personalities and the stories behind the bold initiatives. The book is certainly 

the best published work on the mind of Narendra Modi’

Swapan Dasgupta
Senior political commentator, former managing editor, India Today  

‘Modi has demonstrated his skill of handling bureaucrats and politicians, 
people with two different mindsets, responsible for good governance. 

The book gives precise insight into Modi’s administrative prowess and his 
principles of good governance.’

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar Spiritual guru

‘This work is a welcome read on a man who has truly captured the nation's 
imagination as one whom the country needs to put it back on the growth 
trajectory. In this book, Uday Mahurkar has very aptly revealed the Modi 

Mantra that has propelled him to the “centrestage”.’

Gaj Singh Maharaja of Jodhpur

‘This book is about Narendra Modi the administrator who believes that good 
governance is good politics no less than Modi the man of sensitivities.  It aptly 
captures the essence of a leader whose time to lead might have arrived at the 

national level sooner or later.’

Gunwant Shah Gujarati litterateur and a Gandhian

Uday 
Mahurkar
Uday Mahurkar is a senior editor with India Today magazine 

and a political analyst. Based in Ahmedabad, he has covered 

Gujarat for the magazine right since 1987.

An amateur historian with a good grasp on medieval history 

including Mughal, Rajput, Maratha and British periods, 

Uday has seen the rise of the political phemenon called 

Narendra Modi from the day he entered BJP from the RSS 

in 1986-87 and was the first to predict Modi’s present rise 

and transformation as a nation-wide developmental icon in 

2007. Over the years, he has studied Modi’s development 

vision and programmes in detail and at a close range.

An alumni of the Department of Indian History and 

Archaeology of the Maharaja Sayajirao University, Baroda, 

Uday is also a very keen researcher on radical Islamic 

movements and their rise in South Asia, and has deep 

interest in national security issues.
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